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ENGLISH POLICY
At St Matthew’s we are committed to providing a stimulating, engaging and creative English curriculum: one that teaches pupils the fundamental skills of reading and writing to allow them to communicate and express themselves with purpose throughout all area of life. 
Reading
The development of reading is a school priority as it underpins every area of the curriculum. 
Early reading is taught through a specific phonics scheme – Monster Phonics.  This multi-sensory approach uses ten characters (monsters) that bring the scheme to life.  This fun and engaging scheme is enjoyed by pupils and teachers alike.  Vocabulary is developed through Elklan, Wellcomm and Tales Toolkit.  
Steps to Read:

All the children, follow the scheme Steps to Read and this begins in Reception and is taught progressively through to Year 6.  There is a four-step teaching sequence: Read; Model; Practise; and Apply. 

Read:

The children revise prior learning, learn how to navigate a text, explore it, understand vocabulary and layout features whilst retrieving information to answer specific questions that are explicitly linked to the National Curriculum domains. 

Model: 

Staff explicitly model how to read with the correct pace, tone and fluency and demonstrate how to develop reading skills. 

Practise: 

Children get the opportunity to explore the text and practise skills and strategies that have been taught this can be independently or with a partner.  

Apply: 

The children get the opportunity to give verbal and written responses to a key part of a text and there are opportunities to feedback on the learning that takes place within a lesson.
Reading for Pleasure:
There are daily opportunities for children to listen to or read high quality texts from the reading spine in each class.  The children have access to a variety of fiction and non-fiction books provided by the Cheshire Library Service, the children have the opportunity to change these texts weekly. 
Learning to read is the most important skill pupils will learn at school.  The staff want pupils to be confident and fluent readers with a passion for books and a love of reading when they leave St Matthew’s!

Speaking and listening

Speaking and listening is developed through the use of Elklan, Wellcomm and Tales Toolkit in Early Years.  High quality interactions between children and staff are promoted in order to progress vocabulary.  Some children in Key Stage 1, complete the targeted intervention program Speech Bubble.  Some children that need additional support in this area are supported through the SALT program.  All children are provided with the opportunities to participate in class discussions, small group discussions and partner work.  Drama based activities allow children to develop ideas and these are used across the curriculum.
Writing

At St Matthew’s, we believe that every child is an author and should have the opportunity to publish their own work. We are passionate about exposing our pupils to a rich repertoire of texts and achieve this by utilising Ready Steady Write resources. 
Children explore and create writing pieces consistent with a range of genres by follow a four-step process:
1. Immerse
Children are immersed in the vehicle text through a series of practical and investigative activities.

2. Analyse
Children are explicitly taught about the writing features associated with the genre of focus and how to incorporate them into their writing for effect using an Example Text (WAGOLL). 
3. Plan 
The children are provided with opportunities to gather and discuss ideas based on previous lessons and their own research. The children plan their final piece over a series of stages.
4. Write
Children use their plans to craft their own version of the Example Text, incorporating the writing features associated with the genre for effect.
Each half term, an ‘Awesome Author’ is chosen from each class and awarded with a certificate and badge. Winning pieces are displayed in the library for all to enjoy. Every child from Reception to Year 6 has a polished piece writing book, in which all their published pieces are showcased.
EYFS

Pupils are taught the foundations of writing: how to hold writing implements appropriately; letter formation; number formation and how to write their name. At the beginning of each academic year, emphasis is placed on the verbal retelling of stories. Gradually, children are provided with increasing opportunities to write across the curriculum.
Key Stage 1
In Key Stage 1, sentence construction and vocabulary are developed. Pupils are exposed to a plethora of genres and acquire the ability to write longer, more extended pieces of writing. 
Key Stage 2
In lower Key Stage 2, pupils produce extended pieces of writing which incorporate a variety of grammatical features with increasing accuracy across genres. By the time pupils reach upper Key Stage 2, they are expected to draw upon their knowledge and understanding of genres, consistently using the associated features accurately for effect. Pupils learn to edit and improve their work with increasing independence.

Vehicle texts are selected to complement and enhance teaching across the wider curriculum, including in science, humanities subjects and Religious Education.
At St Matthew’s, we strive to continuously improve the presentation and handwriting of our pupils. We endeavour for our pupils take pride in their work and write to the highest standard they are capable of.
Spelling
With a view to raising the standards of writing across the school, St Matthew’s recently invested in a new spelling scheme: Superhero Spelling. As a research-based scheme designed by teachers, Key Stage Two children learn key spelling rules and concepts with support from a cast of superheroes and powerful memory cues. 
Each week consists of three core phases: Learn, Build, and Show. 
1. Learn

In the Learn phase, key concepts are introduced. Children complete a mixture of interactive, age-appropriate activities including the opportunity to work with a partner. 
2. Build

During the Build phase, children complete a series of tailored activities designed to embed the concepts introduced during the learn phase, boosting confidence and understanding. For example, self-testing, handwriting tasks and word searches.
3. Show

The final phase incorporates a selection of revision dictation sentences and handy self-assessment tasks centred around the weekly word list. 
English and Inclusion

At St Matthew’s, English underpins all areas of the curriculum and through our teaching of reading, writing and speaking and listening, learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress are provided. Staff work hard to adapt the learning to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents and those learning English as an additional language, those who are disadvantaged, and take all reasonable steps to achieve this.  For further details, see separate policies: Special Educational Needs; Disability Discrimination; Gifted and Talented Pupils; English as an Additional Language (EAL), Equality.

 

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special educational needs. The assessment process looks at different factors from classroom organisation to different teaching styles.  Additional or different action will be taken to enable the child to learn more effectively.  Where this is the case, pupils will have a modified programme of study suited to them as individuals, to build on their own needs and for some individuals this may involve outside agencies such as: SALT, Speech Bubbles and Learning Support Services (LSS).  Early intervention programmes such as: Tales Toolkits and Nuffield Early Language Intervention (NELI) are delivered in our Early Years.
  
Progress
Progress in reading and writing is monitored termly by the Subject Leader and the Headteacher. The monitoring is carried out with the class teacher and from these monitoring meetings, pupils who need support are identified, and interventions and targets are set for specific pupils.  The use of question level analysis in reading provides clear targets for interventions. 

Our goal at St Matthew’s is to ensure that all pupils make good progress in reading and writing regardless of their individual starting points and varying needs.
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